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Staying Local
Going Global
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Xinyi District, the prime area of Taipei City, is a complex but
fascinating place where tradition meets modernity. Here we get to
enjoy local delicacies at the famous night market or savor exotic
cuisines at upscale department store restaurants. Historic landmarks
are within easy reach of the metro, while towering skyscrapers stand
upright nearby. A stroll through Songshan Cultural and Creative Park
evokes the atmosphere of 1937; yet upon going back to the street, we
are again immersed in the vibrant energy of Taipei city.

It is in this very setting where our school is situated. As this area
transformed from sprawling farmlands to a booming commercial center,
this once-unknown school also rose to prominence, becoming one of
the star schools in Taipei city. We offer diverse learning experiences
and international exchange program, aiming to empower the students
in the era of Global Village, That is why “Staying Local, Going Global”
was chosen as the theme for this issue of school journal.

We hope as you explore this topic, you gain a deeper understanding
of both our school and our neighborhood. With the knowledge, you
will engage in meaningful cultural exchange and communication in the
years to come.

BERE > QItNBERE > SEEREFEACHNEEEEN XA © 18
FEMATUTNERTEZREMER > IEEEELTINSEEREMEZEK
BoBERENITRREERELMZT > MAEHLESEMIL - BFXENRILNE
EEAEE 1937 FANSRE > BRI AHF LRMAXBRESESILHHESE
45 o

BPNS2REHEHRREETEENERE > X EEMEOGERNEE
SBRFENEBERD  EHEARREZNERBIBEXSSILTHRAEZER
Z— oo BFIREZS T2 BRBUARBEEREFE > BNEETEMIRN I
KREBBEREIBEE » WRILFFEE Staying Local, Going Global BAKRTIE
B o

AEEMEREBEER > MEHRMAERMBEMANBAERRZEERNT
> ERREMNBHEERRMNRRANES °



My favorite place on campus is a secret corner at the end
of the fifth-floor corridor, right beside our classroom. It is not

a popular spot, and most students just walk past it without
noticing. But in my eyes, it is a special place filled with
laughter and memories.

From this quiet corner, we can enjoy a beautiful view. The
sky seems endless and bright, and the trees sway gently in the
wind. The wind is always blowing there, brushing against our
faces, whispering into our ears and carrying away our worries.
When the sunlight shines through the leaves, everything looks
warm and peaceful. Standing there, | feel calm, yet full of
hope.

| often go there with my classmates during break time.
We sit together, share snacks, talk about our dreams, and
sometimes simply watch the clouds drifting across the
sky. In this secret corner, we build friendships and create
unforgettable moments.

As the exams approach, we will spend time there preparing
for our English vocabulary quizzes. We usually stand in a
small circle, holding our books tightly in case that the strong
wind may sometimes flip the pages. We take turns testing
each other's spelling and pronunciation. In that windy place,
studying feels less stressful to us.

Though it is only a small corner of our school, it means a
lot to me. Staying in this familiar place, we learn to cherish
friendship. Looking up at the wide sky, we feel ready to go
global and chase our future.
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A view of towering skyscrapers, an atmosphere that soothes the
mind, a place that resembles a world of its own—that’s what comes to
mind when | think of my favorite place on campus.

My favorite place on campus is a small space on the fourth floor
right beside the elevator, a space that’s isolated from the rest of the
school. No noise, no people, and no worries. It’s the perfect place to
calm one’s mind, which gives me all the more reason to love it.

For people like me who are socially awkward, places like this are
the best. But what’s even more special about it for me is the view.
Just seeing the cars come and go, the towering buildings and even
just watching the ant-like people walking around the campus is just so
interesting! It really takes some weight off my shoulders.

Being there reminds me that it’s alright to take a break from
everything occasionally. The world keeps moving, the cars keep driving,
and people keep walking—but | can pause. That place gives me time
to think, breathe, and reset before going back downstairs, back to my

lively classroom.
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My favorite place in Xinya Junior High School is the library.
| usually drop by alone and enjoy spending time there after
school. It is an excellent place because it is a gold mine of
good books, especially popular comic books that | love to read.
The pictures in the comics always catch my eye because the
art style is vivid and dynamic. Whenever | borrow them, | never
get tired of reading them since the stories are exciting and
engaging.

What | love most is sitting on a comfortable chair by the
window, where | can enjoy the picturesque scenery outside. In
addition, the fresh air helps relieve my stress from schoolwork.
The library is incredibly peaceful because only a few students
visit it after school, which makes it a perfect place to relax.
Although | usually go there alone, | never feel bored. | enjoy
reading worthwhile books without being rushed by class
schedules. | can also discuss the stories with others in the
reading club. It helps broaden my knowledge and improves my
ability to share ideas and communicate more effectively. That
is why | am always truly excited to visit my favorite place, the
library.

Even though the library is not very big, it makes me feel as
if | am in another world. It is the perfect spot for me to relax,
enjoy reading, and forget about schoolwork and exams for a
while.
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My favorite place at Xinya Junior High School is a special
corner with two pianos on the fourth floor. To many people, it
might just be a simple hallway, but to me, it is a haven where |
can relax between classes.

| love this place because it is a gateway for me to escape
the pressure of schoolwork and exams. During the short breaks
between classes, | usually go there with my classmates who
also love music. We often play our favorite songs, compose
melodies, or even try playing the piano four-hands. Even if
we hit a wrong note, it usually ends in a laugh. These are all
wonderful memories.

This corner has become an important part of my school life.
It isn't just a place with instruments. It is where my friends and
| create beautiful memories. Whenever | feel stressed by my
studies, the sound of the piano helps me focus and calm down.
That is why my favorite place on campus is this piano corner.
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Every corner of our school is beautiful, but | love the big
lawn in the middle of the playground most. It looks like a soft
green carpet. When the bell rings, this is the "secret base" for
me and my friend ,Xiao En.

During the break, we like to squat on the grass together.
We look through the grass and sometimes smell the fresh grass
and soil. Even see crickets or grasshoppers. We especially
enjoy looking for lucky four-leaf clovers. This "treasure hunt"
helps me forget the stress from studies. It makes me feel
peaceful and happy.

Sometimes, | may just sit on the grass, looking at my
classmates playing hard on the courts or listening to other
students talking and laughing. The campus is full of energy.
Looking at this lively scene, | feel a sense of warmth in my
heart.

For me, this lawn is not just a place for treasure hunting; it
is also a sanctuary for me to find inner peace. Even if we don '
t find any lucky clovers, | still feel very lucky. Just sitting there
in the sun and seeing everyone’s happy faces makes me feel
wonderful.
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My favorite place on campus is the playground. It is a very big and
lively place. | usually play soccer with my good friends there every
Friday. Besides, when | feel tired or stressed from class, the playground

is the first place that comes to my mind.

| like the playground because it makes me feel free and energetic.
Different from classrooms, the playground is wide and full of fresh air.
| can run, laugh, and move my body without feeling any pressure. The
green grass, blue sky, and warm sunshine always put me in a good
mood. Playing sports also helps me stay healthy and forget about my

worries for a while.

Another reason | like the playground is a special memory. When |
was a seventh-grade student in XingYa, | often played soccer with the
seniors on the playground during soccer class. | was not good at playing
soccer then, but they taught me step by step. By learning skills from the
seniors, my soccer skills improved a lot. However, they had to prepare

for an important exam, so we could not play soccer together anymore.

In conclusion, the playground is my favorite place on campus
because it brings me happiness, energy, and friendship. It is not just a
place for sports, but also a place that evokes my memories and helps

me relax.



Must-Do, Must-See, and ¢ \\
Must-Eat Around Xinya ( j
Junior High School —

11414 B#E

Located in the heart of the bustling Xinyi District, Xingya Junior
High School is surrounded by Taipei’s most iconic attractions. Whether
you have a long break or are looking to unwind after school, here is the

ultimate guide to the area.

Just steps away from the campus is the vibrant Xinyi Shopping
District. Take a walk to appreciate the towering Taipei 101, or enjoy
the street performances at the nearby ATT 4 FUN plaza. For a relaxing
break, the Xiangshan (Elephant Mountain) Hiking Trail is nearby,

offering the best panoramic view of the city skyline.

You cannot leave the area without trying the local flavors. For a
quick and delicious meal, head to the Songshan Fengtian Temple area
for traditional Taiwanese snacks. Don't miss the famous local night
market delicacies, such as stinky tofu or bubble tea, which are just a

short walk away.

In short, the area around Xingya Junior High School is a perfect
blend of modern luxury and traditional charm. Whether you are a
student or a visitor, there is always something new to discover. So, why

not grab a friend and start your own adventure today?
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Xinya Junior High School is located in Xinyi District, Taipei,
an area with convenient transportation and many interesting
places nearby. These places are great to visit after school or
at weekends. There are famous landmarks, cultural parks,
green spaces, and food streets that are perfect for students
and visitors. Whether you want to enjoy city views, visit
cultural exhibitions, or taste local dishes, you can always find
something to do around Xinya Junior High School. Here are
some recommended places to visit.

First, Taiwan’s iconic building, Taipei 101. It is the most
famous and tallest building in Taiwan. At its base, there is a
world-class shopping mall where you can enjoy delicious food
and buy souvenirs. It also has an observatory on the 89th floor,
where you can see panoramic views of Taipei City and the
surrounding mountains.

Next, Four-Four South Village. It is the first military
dependents’ village preserved in Taipei. Originally built for
military families, it has been transformed into a cultural park
with exhibitions, and cafés in those old-style buildings. The
traditional houses create an interesting contrast with the
modern skyscrapers nearby.

Last, Elephant Mountain (Xiangshan) is a popular hiking
spot in eastern Taipei. | have personally hiked Elephant
Mountain with my friends several times. Although the trail is
short, it is quite steep. However, it offers fantastic city views.
You can clearly see Taipei 101 from the top while enjoying
nature.

All of these places are within walking distance of Xinya
Junior High School, which makes the area lively and exciting.
If | have a foreign friends coming to visit me one day, | will
definitely take them to explore these wonderful attractions. |
am sure they will have a great time.
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Xinya Junior High School is located in the center of Taipei. If a foreign
friend were to visit me, | would take her to explore the delicious food,
relaxing nature, and modern city life nearby. From tasty food to spectacular
views, this area has everything we need for a perfect day.

First, we would go to Din Tai Fung. It is a well-known Taiwanese
restaurant that visitors from around the world are sure to visit. It is
especially famous for its delicate xiaolongbao, or soup dumplings. Each
dumpling is carefully made, thin on the outside and juicy on the inside.
The fried rice is also flavorful and satisfying. The warm and welcoming
atmosphere makes the dining experience even more enjoyable. | believe my
friend would be impressed by the culinary excellence of the dishes.

Next, we would hike up Elephant Mountain. It is one of Taipei’s
most popular hiking spots. Although the stairs can be challenging, the
breathtaking view at the top makes every step worthy. From there, we can
see the whole Taipei city, tall buildings, and the wide skyline. The fresh air
and peaceful surroundings help us escape from the busy city for a while.

Finally, we would visit Taipei 101, an iconic landmark of Taiwan. We
can go to the 89th-floor observatory and look down at the city from 382
meters above the ground. Inside the building, the massive wind damper
shows impressive engineering that protects the tower against strong winds
and earthquakes. Watching the sunset from such a height would be a truly
unforgettable experience.

In conclusion, the area around Xinya Junior High School is full of charm
and excitement. It not only offers wonderful food and scenery but also

allows visitors to experience the unique spirit of Taipei.
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On the Edge
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A drop of dew quivered on a leaf.

A gust of wind swept in.

The bead lingered on the leaf,

wandered down,

down,

down.

It slid to the edge of the leaf,

like a farewell trembling on the verge of being spoken,
hesitating.

The trembling sphere eventually descended.

After it dropped,

the knot inside me loosened—

not by time,

but by noticing.

Like a parched riverbed, water finally flows again.
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The Case of the
Missing Remote

91602 fal 4l =

The office of Stuffy&Sons (and also Stuffy) was a masterpiece of
prehistoric engineering—it was located in the prime real estate of
the playroom: tucked directly behind a beanbag where the vacuum
couldn’t reach. The agency was comprised of four plush dinosaurs, all
whom shared the exact same name, largely because their owner, a six-
year-old named Leo, lacked a creative naming department, this made
roll call a nightmare, but their success rate was undisputed.

"Alright, Stuffies,"Big Stuffy rasped, his voice muffled by the fact
that his snout was pressed firmly against the carpet." We’ve got a live
one. The Big Person— the tall one who smells like coffee—you know,
the Dad?— is panicking. The Clicker is gone.

“The Clicker?”Blue stuffy gasped, his felt horns quivering. “But
without the Clicker, how will they watch the show about the British
baking people?”

“Exactly,” Big Stuffy said. “it’s chaos up there. We need leads.

Green Stuffy, what does the data say?”
Green Stuffy aggressively bashed the ‘8’ key on his broken calculator.
“The numbers are grim, Dad. Based on my calculations, the probability
of it being under the couch is P=0.99%.However, there’s a 0.01% chance
it has entered...The Void.”

The room want silent. The Void was the space between the car
seats in the garage. No toy returned from The Void without smelling like
old French fries.

“Long Stuffy,”Big Stuffy commanded.”Scope the perimeter.”

Long Stuffy slowly tilted his long, felt neck toward the horizon(the



coffee table).”l see movement, Dad. A suspicious character is heading
toward the scene of the crime. Small, furry, and dragging a tail.”
“The Cat,”Big Stuffy hissed.”Move out!”

The four Stuffies didn’t so much “run” as they” toppled
rhythmically.”Since they lacked internal skeletons, their primary mode
of transport involved leaning forward until gravity did the rest.

They reached the living room rug just as the family cat, a cynical tabby
named Barnaby, was sniffing a suspicious lump under a throw pillow.
“Freeze, Barnaby!” Big Stuffy shouted.(To the humans, this sounded
like the faint rustle of polyester).”We know you have the Clicker. Give it
up, and we might forget about the time you batted Blue Stuffy into the
toilet.”

Barnaby looked at the four stuffed dinosaurs with the profound
boredom only a feline can muster. He let out a long yawn, stretched,
and pointed a paw toward the laundry basket before walking away to
lick his own shoulder.

“He’s playing mind games,”’Blue Stuffy growled.”I’ll tackle him.”

“No!” Green Stuffy intervened, waving his calculator.”Look at
the trajectory. If the Clicker was dropped from the height of the Big
Person’s hand while they were sneezing— which happened 0800 hours—
the displacement vector points exactly--- here.”

He pointed his stubby green arm to a gap between the floorboards
and the baseboard heater.

The four Stuffies huddled. The gap was narrow. Only someone with
a long neck or very flat stuffing could reach it.

“I’ll go in,”Long Stuffy said bravely.”If | don’t make it back, tell Leo
| was the one who hid hid his broccoli in the shoe rack.”

“You’re a hero Stuffy.” Big Stuffy said, wiping a non-existent tear
from his button eye.

Long Stuffy wedged his head into the dark crevice. Seconds passed.
The sound of fabric straining against wood filled the air. Suddenly, with



a soft thwack, he pulled back. Clutched in his mouth (via a very lucky
Velcro patch) was a single, silver AA battery.

“It’s not the Clicker” Long Stuffy muffled. “But it’s a piece of the
puzzle.”

“Wait,” Blue Stuffy shouted, pointing at the sofa.”Look at the Dad
person!”

The human Dad had just sat down on the sofa with such force
that the cushions shifted. A black, rectangular object slid out from the
depths of the upholstery and landed right on top of Big Stuffy.

“I’ve found it!”Big Stuffy muffled from underneath the remote. “I
have apprehended the suspect! | am pinned, but the mission was a
success!”

Ten minutes later, the human Dad looked down. “Oh, there it is.
And why are all of Leo’s dinosaurs piled on top of it?”

He picked up the remote, tossed the four Stuffies back into the toy
box, and turned on the TV.

Back in the darkness of the toy box, the team exhaled.

“Good work, team,”Big Stuffy said, his beret slightly lopsided. “The
world is safe once more. Green Stuffy, file the paperwork.”

Green Stuffy hit the ‘Clear’ button on the calculator. “Done.”

“Same time tomorrow, Stuffies?” Long Stuffy asked.

“You bet,”Big Stuffy replied. “I hear there’s a missing left sock in

the dryer. And that’s a cold case we’re finally going to crack.”
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