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Stary Night

80736 #ELNyEF

When | look up into the dark.
It jumps out millions of stars.
| strech out both of my arms.
Trying to get closer to Mars.

I will get on Elon’ s ship.

Toleave away from this planet.

It’ s better to have aliens’ company.
Digging deeply into space’ s mystery.

| can be the bravest astronaut.

To enjoy the freedom of the float.
Only needs to be careful.

Don’ t be dragged into a black hole

Time to come back from the sky.

But still hard to close my eyes.
Because of all those beautiful shines.
Just like Vincent’ s Starry Night.

-



Team Tatwan

70935 B37XK

For every pitch;

For every hit;

For every cheer.

We chase our dreams,
Fearless of setbacks,
Fighting till the end,
Never giving up!

We are Team Taiwan!

On the field, we bravely face the enemy, unstoppable and fierce.
In the stands, your cheers are our strongest support.

Through sweat and tears,

We compete fiercely and with pride.

We hit for the skies,

Making the world take notice.

We are Team Taiwan!
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The happiness of

reading

70432 =TT

A book lies open, its pages spread wide, Whispering
secrets only the curious can find.

It waits patiently, its spine like an old friend, Ready to
take you on a journey, again and again.

Each word it speaks is like a soft, gentle touch, Guid-
ing you through worlds, revealing so much.

Its ink dances across the pages, alive with grace,
Inviting you into its warm, comforting embrace.

The cover may fade, the edges may fray, But inside,
the stories never decay.

The book hums with joy as you turn each page, Its
quiet voice growing louder with age.

Oh, how it sings when you lose yourself in its rhyme,
Time slips away, forgotten, as you climb Into its
heart, where adventures begin, And the thrill of read-
ing makes your soul spin.

A book is not just paper and ink,

Iltis a friend, a guide, more than you think.

-
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Dream and Future

81622 FF5

Reading helps our knowledge bloom,
Learning lets wisdom fill the room.

In Xing Ya, where dreams are bold,

As we grow older, our stories unfold.
In Xing Ya, where hope shines bright,
We spread our wings and take to flight.
Principals and teachers show the way,
Guiding us through night and day.
Peers and classmates join with might,
Chasing dreams we hold them tight.
Step by step, we learn and grow,

Day by day, we read and glow.

The future is bright, it calls our name,
And we work hard to win the game.
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Youth Blossoms on

the Sports Field

81437 F&L=E

Speed, power, passion, rhythm.

Every jump is the pulse of youth.

Every second is crucial to victory.

Every movement is crystallization of art.

We do our best to overcome all the difficulties.
We try our best to complete all the challenges.
Sports is not just a contest of speed.

Itis also a sculpture of the inner will.

Fight side by side, support each other.

lgnite the infinite possibilities of youth.

On the sports field,

we stand at the starting point, ready to go.

On the finish line,

we celebrate with enthusiasm, thank each other.
The end is not the end, but a new beginning.
And what we need to do is to continue moving forward.
Don’ t care about worldly eyes,

Just keep going with confidence.

-
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The Beautiful
Scuery from The Gap

80429 SRR

What can there be in the gap?
The endless starry sky,

The tiny cells.

Yet sometimes real,

And sometimes nihility.

The telescope needs it,

Just to see

That distant corner of the universe.
The microsecope needs it,
Just to see

Those tiny creatures.

And we all need it,

Just to see

The only truth

In this mundane world.
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Mayb e
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Maybe there are dark clouds in the sky QU S E TP

But the sun still shines. (EP NG s)

Maybe the mud covered the seeds HEPEEERTRET

But one day it will sprout. BRE—RgET-
Maybe you try hard, but still HEFREE S, AlER

lost this game W 7SS

But you win yourself over. Bifm 7B

Maybe dreams are far away from us WEFS AR M+ D EE
But every step is progress. BE—FHTED-

Maybe there are many unknowns in the world, EFtH RAFFLRA

But we still explore. BRMAKAETRR
Maybe, HEr
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Sunshine

Walking down the usual street to home,
a sudden winter breeze brushed on my face. It
wasn’ t freezing, but still, it brought a slight shiv-
er. With the season changing to winter and the
semester ending, that can only mean one thing
— winter break is coming.

With winter break approaching, Chinese
New Year is also just around the corner. Every
Chinese New Year, my family and | go south
— Chan-
ghua to meet our relatives. It may seem like

from Taipei to my dad’ s hometown

a wonderful time to reunite with family, but it
has always been a nightmare to me. Changhua
isn’ t as bustling as Taipei, and while it’ s nice to
escape the loud noise and fast pace of the city,
it can also be very boring. The only thing to do
was stare at electronics all day! The worst part
is definitely the relatives. They always ask the
same annoying questions, like, “Do you have a
partner?” “What grade are you in?” “How are
your grades?” These questions were like mos-
quitoes buzzing around  — repetitive, uncom-
fortable, and never-ending. | thought I d never
escape this mess, until one day, everything

changed...

80710 K®NE=

It was a simple afternoon, the sun still shin-
ing brightly. | love the warmth of the sun, the
cozy and toasty feeling of it, like a soft blanket
gently wrapped around me. A smile couldn’ t
help but spread on my face. Just when | was
enjoying the sun, | saw a figure moving. When it
moved closer, | found out it was actually a dog!
It was a girl, and she was a mixed dog with no
home. She wandered around looking for food.
I” ve always loved dogs, so | bent down and
reached out my hand. She instantly ran over
and sniffed me. With the sunlight pouring down
on her shimmering black fur, | realized she had
little dotted brown eyebrows, just like a dog our
family used to have! She was so excited and
kept wanting me to pat her head. | didn’ t re-
member how long | squatted there playing with
her, but I know I d just made a friend.

Soon, she became the reason for me to
get out of bed every morning, to go downstairs
and rush out the door just to meet her. She was
like a ray of sunshine in this otherwise dull time.
She would always greet me with a smile, and
her wagged tail seemed to brush off the annoy-
ing questions and the frustrating thoughts in
my life. | played with her every day when | was
in Changhua and named her “Blackie.” She was
the happiness | hadn’ t experienced in a long
time.



By spending time with her every day, | got
to know more about her, such as the scars on
her legs, which were because people used to
hit her. She had a lot of other dog friends living
with her, and | even got to meet the kind people
who would come every day to give them water
and food. | was so relieved to know that there
were people taking care of them. But the more
| played with her, the more painful it was for me
to say goodbye. My family and | did think about
adopting Blackie, and it sounded amazing. But
when | thought of her life coming to an end one
day, and having to handle the pain of letting her
go, | just couldn’ t. It would be too devastating,
so we decided it would be best to leave her
here.
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The day to leave Changhua eventually
came. | would’ve been flattered, but now that I'd
met Blackie, | just wished we could stay longer.
After lots of kisses, hugs, and pats for Blackie, it
was time. When | got in our car, | suddenly saw
Blackie sitting at our usual spot. When | called
her name, she immediately turned her head
toward me, then wagged her fluffy tail. The sun
was bright, shining on her shimmering black fur,
just like the first day we met — the day | met the
happiness in my life. | waved goodbye as hard
as | could and yelled as loud as | could, “Good-

I”

bye, Blackie!” | will always remember her, the
little sunshine in my life. | look forward to see-
ing you again the next time I’ m in Changhua,

Blackie!



-

The Beauty of

Stmple Moments

In our fast-paced world, it is easy to forget
the value of simplicity. We often rush through
our days, chasing after bigger goals, more pos-
sessions, or the next big adventure. Yet, some-
times, the most profound beauty lies not in
grand achievements, but in the quiet, simple
moments that often pass unnoticed.

Take, for instance, the peaceful calm of
an early morning. The world is still, bathed in
soft light as the sun begins to rise. The air feels
fresh, and the birds sing their first songs of the
day. There is something magical about those
moments before the hustle begins, when time
seems to slow down and everything feels right.

Or consider the warmth of a shared meal
with loved ones. It is not about the complexity
of the food, but the comfort of being together,
enjoying each other’ s company. The laughter,
the conversation, the stories - these moments,
though simple, create memories that last far
longer than any material possession.

There is also beauty in solitude. A quiet
walk through nature, listening to the rustle of
leaves or the murmur of a stream, allows us to
reconnect with ourselves. In those moments
of stillness, we can reflect, recharge, and find
clarity. Nature has a way of reminding us of the
peace that exists when we allow ourselves to
just be.

The beauty of simple moments is that
they don’ t require much - no special occasion,
no elaborate plans, no big expectations. They
simply exist. And yet, they hold a richness that
surpasses anything material. In these moments,
we find contentment, connection, and a deep
appreciation for life as it is.

In a world that often prioritizes achieve-
ment and accumulation, it is worth remember-
ing the value of simplicity. Perhaps it is in those
quiet, unassuming moments that we find the

true meaning of life.




We have always regarded baseball as Tai-
wan’s “national sport”. Indeed, the average
level of our national baseball team has always
performed well in the world baseball rankings.
However, the performance in the “Adult-lev-
el” competition was not well-accepted by the
world. Things have changed since we beat Ja-
pan and won the “championship” in the 2024
Top 12 competition, making fans crazy all over
the world. The victory of that game not only
symbolized the results of hard training but also
made all the supporters proud. The champi-
onship of the Top 12 is more than just a trophy.
Moreover, it is also a symbol of Taiwan’ s spirit,
inspiring every fan and young player to pursue
their dreams bravely.

In the Top 12 competition series, Captain
Chieh-Hsien Chen's performance was amazing.
With his superb batting skills and agile base
running ability, he won valuable points for the
team at critical moments many times. He is not
only a warrior on the court but also a hero who
inspires fans. Whether it is stable defense, key
hits or homeruns, he has shown his value as a
top player. Finally, he helped the team win the
championship, writing a glorious page for Tai-
wanese baseball. The victory of that baseball
game is not just a display of strength, but also
a battle of psychology and tactics. His calm
attitude, encouragement, and support for his
teammates were key to the team’ s success.
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The Glory of Tatwan

71415 ERARZE

At the last inning of the game, the Closer
threw a crucial ball and was hit by the hitter, the
defensive teammate steadily caught it and com-
pleted the last out. The victory instantly ignited
the whole audience. The whole team excitedly
rushed out of the rest area, hugged each other
and celebrated, and their excited shouts echoed
in every corner of the stadium. Players have
accumulated experience through countless
training and matches, performing at their best
in high-pressure moments. This game reminds
us that success depends not only on talent but
also on persistence, teamwork, and calmness.
These qualities apply equally to all areas of our
life.

This game demonstrated not only skills but
also the belief that each player should never
give up. Their efforts and persistence make peo-
ple deeply realize that as long as you have faith
and go all out, your dreams will come true. This
is the charm and emotion of sports.
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Humans have made many changes to our
environment, and while some of these chang-
es are positive towards the environment, most
are quite the opposite. We have flattened what
used to be lush rainforests, melted what used to
be magnificent icebergs, and submerged what
used to be tiny islands. This has all happened
in the last 200 years, although the damage has
already been done, could still be reversible if we
all work together.

Some positive changes we can make to
the environment include stopping global warm-
ing. Global warming has troubled humanity for
many years, but there are many solutions that
could be made possible if us humans team up
and work as a group.

One of the main causes of global warming
is the increasing amount of carbon emissions.
This can be solved by planting plants that ab-
sorb more carbon dioxide than others. | attend-
ed the APCG Youth Summit last year and the
topic was Sustainability. Our group’ s motive
was to find a plant that could absorb the most
carbon dioxide in a period of time. At first, it was
difficult because of the slight language barrier,
but we eventually overcame it and after a se-

80905 H#EE

ries of experiments discovered the plant that
we were looking for. It not only absorbed an
impressive amount of carbon dioxide, but also
emitted a great amount of oxygen during pho-
tosynthesis. If this plant was planted in many
places across the globe, it would be a great help
to stopping global warming.

In order to stop global warming, we must
first learn to work as a group. If students from all
over the world can team up as a group to stop
global warming, | believe the world leaders can
too. If the world leaders could move past their
differences and work together, it would make
a great impact on global warming and it might
come to an end once and for all.

Even if we can’ t do much by ourselves,
we can do great things beyond imagination
when we work as a group. For example, if every-
one could plant just two trees every year there
would be 16 billion more trees and that would
be more than the number of the trees that are
cut down each year. | hope that one day our
planet can be restored to what it once was, with
humans and nature existing in harmony togeth-
er.



In the quiet of the morning, the world feels
suspended between night and day. The air is
cool, carrying the scent of damp earth and fresh
grass. The trees stand like silent sentinels, their
branches reaching towards the sky, as though
they are guardians of an ancient secret. A soft
breeze stirs the leaves, creating a gentle rustling
sound, a whispered conversation between na-
ture and time.

The first light of dawn breaks through the
horizon, bathing the landscape in a warm, gold-
en glow. The sun’ s rays dance on the surface
of the river, causing the water to shimmer like
liquid silver. Nearby, flowers bloom in quiet
surrender to the coming day, their colors vi-
brant against the green backdrop of the forest.
Dew still clings to their petals, tiny droplets that
catch the light like the fleeting moments of a
dream.
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Nature Reflection

81032 ZMEE

The birds begin to sing, their songs sweet
and melodic, filling the air with a symphony
of life. Their wings cut through the morning
sky, soaring with a freedom that speaks to the
soul. Each beat of their wings seems to echo
the heartbeat of the earth, reminding us of the
simple yet profound beauty that exists in every
corner of this world.

In this moment, nature is both vast and
intimate, timeless and fleeting. It reminds us
that even in the most still and silent moments,
there is a pulse, a rhythm that connects every-
thing, from the tallest mountain to the tiniest
leaf. And in the presence of this beauty, we find
ourselves, not as separate beings, but as part of
something far greater—a living, breathing sym-
phony that we are fortunate enough to witness.



The Power of Dreams

81209 =tksA

In quiet moments, when | stop and think, dreams just pop into my mind, like little sparks that
light up the way ahead. Chasing those dreams takes a lot of courage, strength, and the will to keep
going, no matter what. Along the way, | learned who | am, getting better through the tough times

and celebrating when things go right.

Every step forward, even if it’ s small, brings me closer to what | want. It’ s a journey where | fig-
ure out more about myself, and even when | fail, | know it's just part of getting to the finish line. It’ s
okay not to have everything figured out—after all, that’ s what makes it exciting.

| believe in my dreams because they’ re the start of something great, something only | can make
happen. So, I’ ll keep moving forward, and let my dreams light up the path to where I’ m supposed
to go.




A Regular Day

The alarm clock blares its sharp sound,
and | groggily open my eyes. The sky outside
has already brightened.

While washing up the water flows over my
face, completely washing away my sleepiness
and officially starting my day.

As I walk along the road, | see the crowd
and traffic gradually increasing. The sight of
birds soaring in the sky amazes me, and the
grass, full of life, carries a fresh fragrance.

The bell rings continuously, and one by
one, people enter the classroom. During class,
the teacher explains passionately on stage,
while the students below listen attentively, their
hands constantly jotting down notes. It feels like
every class passes by this way.

71107 SRIE4

Before | even realize it, the morning has
passed in the blink of an eye and in an instant,
it’ s already noon. Everyone lines up for lunch.
Being able to eat while watching a movie is one
of my small joys of the day.

Soon, it’ s time for the afternoon break.
The sounds of laughter gradually fade away
replaced by a quiet stillness. The peaceful class-
room feels so comfortable, and before long, |
driftinto a nap.

After resting for a while, the sound of the
bell wakes me up. In the afternoon, the lessons
become increasngly boring. My thoughts inev-
itably drift toward the window, where | see the
orange-red sunset. It seems to be smiling at me,
filling me with strength, ready to face the up-
coming test.
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Forgotten Warrior

In a world of fantasy where history dares to change,

70938 FRE#&

Through mysteries woven, life is crafted hand in hand.

On harsh paths trodden, sacrifices mark the hero's way,

Oaths of survival forged amidst the great war’ s fray.

Puppets of fate dance, luminous against the profane,
While wonders abound; shall the stars bleed with golden reign?

And dawn shall walk as light, a beacon bright and true,

In battles fought by mortals, where gods are ever due.

Yet blades shall not settle, for peace eludes our grasp,

And when the drowned divers yearn for the soil” s warm clasp,

Everything begins anew, as destiny entwines,

In the heart of the forgotten, where the warrior’ s spirit shines.

Chapter Oune
Where Lands Meet Sea

A thick, suffocating blackness enveloped
through her senses, song of eldertide, redolence
of the sea, beholding hues unfurling blossom.
“Look who' s awake?.” quoth the captain-look-
ing human, his face on of full astonishment, as
if expected to nor wake or survive. She looked
around, it was a seldom-seen “Wrath of the
Heavens” from the porthole’ s peak of edge, out
between by contrast, the warm atmosphere of
sunlike-softening-skin within. The Lantern's em-
brace stood out from the abyssal beyond, cast-
ing its warm glow against the consuming dark-
ness, a solitary beacon of hope in the shadowy
realm where whispers of lost souls lingered. Its
flickering light danced upon the inky waters, il-
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luminating the haunting silhouettes of forgotten
memories, guiding the weary traveler through
the veil of night, as if was the exceptional glow-
ing dim in a paint. “Fragments of your memory?
Or did your erstwhile lies in ruins?”

“Thy name is Violet Isket.”
“No further, shall talk more upon deck.
Crew of us are voyaging through the Western

”»

Sea.

The captain reversed his steps and made
his way to the deck. As Violet withdrew from the
linens of her repose, she wondered of inquisi-
tive, inquisitive of all reasons by even her exis-
tence.



In her passage to the deck above, a crew-
mate greeted. He has a pair of eyes in deep em-
erald, hair of pale jade.

“After awaits and awaits, finally of your
wake, Violet.”

Beyond the lumen, was the call of icy em-
brace, the raging sky in darkness.

“Shall talk of tales, tales by, re stars of ours.
Once of once, when ages had not be the Tides,
either Old World, Celestials yet hadn’ t fled era,
those species of humanity calls “Celestials”
drove sword towards in and out of the heretic
abyssal, the Depths, which goal was to slay the
Gods of Drown, monarch of the multifaceted
layers, the man-kinds of much corruption in the
Depths, caused of them to ascend godhood. At
the long last, when the stars do shift, Celestials
fled to lead of massacre. Therefore, in the shad-
owed corners of mortals’ hearts, they yonder
folk wove tales of deception, crafting stories to
shroud themselves from the terrors that haunt-
ed their waking hours. In their minds, these
fables became a refuge, a veil against the fears
that clawed at their souls, whispering sweet
lies of courage and valor, whilst the darkness
loomed ever closer, unaccepting their death
solely of only due “their” wake”

The storm called of it” s judgment, but nei-
ther two had fear crawling,

“Yet thou, Violet, shalt be the spark that ig-
nites the flame”

“What shall action be?” Violet put forth

“Seek yourself of ere Fragments in” gave
reply from the captain in of thunderbolt shades
hybriding pouring deluge.
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As the captain called forth all crews to the
sailors’ cabin, all sailors bade welcome anew
“another Violet Isket” The night was cheer-
fulled, despite the edge of porthole still rum-
bling, the crueling fear of spreadings bore the
weight of oppression over lumen, like all the
folks would do, hiding fear.

“Cheers of to freedom, cheers of to tomor-
row.” One expressed.

As the crew sailed through the enigmatic
mists of the Western Sea, their days unfolded
with mirth and shared toil upon the humble
vessel. Each morn, Violet and her five com-
panions rose to the briny air and gentle sway
of the deck, gathering to partake in meager re-
pasts of hardtack and fish stew. Finn, the jolly
cook, regaled them with tall tales of monstrous
leviathans lurking beneath the waves, while
Beatra, the astute first mate, taught them the
delicate art of navigation, her keen eyes ever
vigilant for land or lurking peril. Jorin, the gruff
yet kind-hearted deckhand, shared his wisdom,
imparting the lore of the sea, while the sprightly
twins, Lira and Kian, filled the air with laughter
through their playful mischief.

Their bond deepened with each passing
tide, as they labored together to brave the un-
predictable waters. Yet, beneath their jests lay
a shadow of unease. Whispers of the central
authority’ s ruthless reputation reached even
their isolated shores, stirring an unspoken
dread. One fateful eve, as the sun dipped below
the horizon, casting a fiery glow upon the wa-
ters, the dread ambush descended. From the
dense mist, enemy vessels emerged wraith-like
specters, striking terror into their hearts. Chaos
erupted as the crew leapt into action, but the
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shrouded fog disoriented them, and the central
authority's superior might quickly overwhelmed
their valiant defense.

Violet fought fiercely beside her brethren,
desperation surging as they grappled with the
onslaught, but one by one, her comrades fell,
their joyous laughter silenced in the throes of
battle. Amidst the chaos, the ship shattered and
sank into the inky depths, navigating the mists
in his slender craft, as she cast one last glance
at the wreckage and the loss of her cherished
crew.

“Everything was suffocating, tied to the
start. As you resounded, descending into the
Abyss, the Drowned.”

“Or so you thought”
“Ere, neither chance glew, till now, bless-
ings landed on one honored.”

Chapter Two: Woke from Efris

In the cold embrace of the void sea, where
the stars glimmered like shards of shattered
glass against an endless black canvas, a dream
wove through the strands of Violet’ s mind. It
was a dream borne from the depths of her soul,
elusive and ethereal, teasing her conscious-
ness with fleeting glimpses of realms unseen.
Then, as if summoned by the siren call of the
dawn, she awakened. The dark veil of slumber
lifted, revealing her in a chamber adorned with
curious relics of a forgotten age, their forms
half-hidden in the dim glow of flickering candle-
light. The scent of salt and brine clung to the air,
a tangible reminder of the ocean’ s relentless

grasp.
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A voice, soft yet laden with urgency, broke
the silence, echoing in the stillness of her
thoughts. “We discovered you upon a fragment
of driftwood, cast adrift upon the endless ex-
panse of the void sea. By some chance or for-
tune, we managed to bring you here. Yet | must
ask: what peril has led you to such depths? For
the Oaths are a treacherous lot, fraught with
shadows and dire machinations.”

Violet’ s gaze, heavy with confusion and
shadows of dreams, drifted to the speaker. It
was not the faces of comrades long lost but
rather the contours of her own solitary journey
that she beheld in that moment. All traces of
her crew—Fridd, Amashi, Funke, Nostor, Regek,
Adar, and Beatra—had faded into the abyss,
their echoes but figments of a tapestry now
dissolving in the winds of time. The kinship
they once shared, woven from the threads of
dailywhile only leaving of its title and peril, had
unraveled, leaving her adrift in this unfamiliar
space, where hope flickered like the last embers
of adyingfire.

As she sat in the dim light of the inn, she
felt the weight of absence, a silent reminder
that her path had diverged from those once fa-
miliar. “Take heed,” a lingering whisper floated
through her thoughts, “each soul treads a path
of their own making, a labyrinth of choices and
fates yet unformed.” The inn, filled with the
distant sounds of laughter and the clinking of
tankards, felt alive, pulsating with the energies
of countless lives, yet none resonated with the
depth of her own turmoil.



In that quiet moment, she was bestowed
with tomes—volumes bound in ancient leath-
er, dusted with the whispers of time and the
weight of lost knowledge. Among them lay one
that beckoned to her, its title etched in fading
gold: “The Legacy of Etrean Kings.” She opened
its pages, and as her fingers traced the intricate
script, her gaze fell upon words that danced
with the history of a realm both grand and trag-
ic. Yet, amidst the tales of glory, passages lay
torn, “The Lord Regent” and “The Fifth King of
Etrea” while only leaving of its title. Within the
confines of her modest chamber, she surren-
dered herself to the words, for they spoke of
destinies entwined and kingdoms lost. Each
sentence drew her deeper into the fabric of
Etrea’ s legacy, illuminating the shadows that
clung to her heart. “Everything was born in a
moment,” the text began, weaving the story of
a world birthed from the void, a realm where
paths were forged by the choices of kings and
the ambitions of the lost. Tales of valor, treach-
ery, and the inevitable dance of fate unfolded
before her, compelling her to reflect upon her
own journey.

As the sun caused dawn, casting long
shadows across the land, Violet felt the stirring
of purpose within her. “Herein lies the heart of
conflict,” she mused, pondering the Great War
that had carved the very essence of Etrea into a
tapestry of strife. The factions, once noble, now
fractured, their legacies intertwined in a dance
of ambition and betrayal. The Ministry, the Sum-
mer Company, the Ignition Union—all played
their partin a grand tragedy, a tale told through
the ages, yet one in which she now found her-
self ensnared.
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Each flicker of the candlelight revealed
whispers of the past. With each word she read,
her resolve solidified; she would seek the truths
hidden within the depths of this world, un-
earthing the mysteries that lay beneath the sur-
face, yearning to understand the shadows that
haunted her.

The winds of fate whispered secrets, in the
stillness of her thoughts, she felt the tendrils of
destiny reach out, entwining her soul with the
legacy of Etrea. The weight of the tomes pressed
upon her heart, urging her onward, toward the
unseen future that awaited.

Chapter Three: A New Dawn

Upon waking anew, Violet was beset by vi-
sions of white, an otherworldly expanse where
a figure, a mirror of her own essence, stood
waiting. Yet, the moment was fleeting, lost to
the waking world as she opened her eyes to the
gentle glow of dawn. The day unfurled before
her, a canvas yet to be painted with the hues of
her choices, a melody of possibilities waiting to
be sung.

With the tomes clutched in her hands,
she ventured forth into the realm of Etris, its
vibrant streets alive with the bustle of souls
pursuing their own destinies. The air was thick
with promise and peril alike, a symphony of life
echoing through the alleyways and marketplac-
es. Merchants hawked their wares, their voices
blending with the laughter of children and the
clatter of horses’ hooves on cobblestone. As
she traversed this newfound landscape, her
heart raced with anticipation, each step a heart-
beat in the rhythm of her existence.
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It was then that she encountered him—
a stranger, yet not unfamiliar, a kindred spirit
drawn to her like a moth to flame. “What for-
tune brings you to this realm, traveler?” he
inquired, his voice rich with curiosity, eyes
sparkling with the depths of understanding. His
presence was a balm against the loneliness that
had clung to her, and she sensed in him a glim-
mer of connection, a bond forged through the
shared burden of seeking answers in a world
fraught with uncertainty.

“Fortune, perhaps, or fate,” Violet replied,
the weight of her journey heavy upon her shoul-
ders. In his gaze, she glimpsed the reflection of
her own struggles, a resonance of the battles
fought within. “I seek truths hidden in the an-
nals of time, truths that may shape the course
of our fates. Though it was sure the first of two
colors meeting, but something speaks of voices
that both should wander of same path.”

“Come, let us embark upon this journey
together,” he proposed, without any wonders
as he believed it was what of he wished to find,
a contrasting but fitting color. A spark of adven-
ture igniting in his gaze.

With a nod, Violet accepted his offer, for
in that moment, she recognized that the path
ahead would no longer be traversed in solitude.
Murmurs humbled in her heart straightly to ac-
cept. Fate of what it was.

They would brave the tides of uncertainty
together, two souls seeking to carve their names
into the annals of Etrea’ s history. The horizon
beckoned, and with newfound resolve, they
set forth, ready to face whatever perils awaited
them beyond the Etris.
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As the sun climbed higher in the sky, she
called Etrean to a spot of perfect dawn that re-
flected herself.

As dawn's first light spilled across the hori-
zon, Violet and the Etrean sat on a weathered
cliff, the cool breeze caressing their faces.

Murmurs as well told her to speak of her
pain between reality and past, as that” s of what
holding her back.

“I' ve lost everything,” Violet lamented, her
heart heavy. “How can | ever rise again?”

The Etrean turned to her, his gaze fierce
and unwavering. “You possess more than many
who wander this world—those born to fight the
encroaching darkness. You have a chance to
forge a new path. | can see through your shades.
Not as dark, nor too pale.”

“But my losses weigh me down,” she re-
plied, the tremor in her voice betraying her sor-

Fow.

“Every moment spent mourning is time
taken from your battles yet to come,” he urged.
“The Drowned God may seem insurmount-
able, but with perseverance, you can triumph.
You are luckier than those without hope, the Ce-
lestials that are born to fight as a fragile blade.
Embrace your struggles; they will become your
strength.”

Violet looked into his eyes, determination
igniting within her. “l will strive, then. My sorrow
will not define me, shall this only be the start.”



They ventured forth into the unknown, the
vibrant landscape of Etris unfurling before them
like the petals of a blossoming flower. Each step
carried the promise of discovery, yet also the
weight of an impending storm. The air crackled
with the tension of unspoken words and hidden
truths, as Violet’ s heart beat in time with the
rhythm of the world around her.

One evening, as they camped beneath a
canopy of stars, Violet shared her thoughts with
her companion, the firelight casting dancing
shadows upon their faces. “What is it that drives
us to seek the unknown?” she mused, her voice
barely above a whisper. “Is it the allure of dis-
covery, or the fear of what we may find?”

He regarded her with a thoughtful expres-
sion, the flickering flames reflecting in his eyes.
“Perhaps it is both,” he replied, the depth
of his words resonating in the stillness of the
night. “We are bound by our pasts, yet we are
also the architects of our futures. To seek is to
confront our fears and embrace the uncertainty
that lies ahead.”

Chapter Four: Threads of Fate

The wind blew stalwart, and the fans were
open, the three set sail to the Western North, a
voyage long of wind that surfs through the fans.

As the sun dipped below the horizon, cast-
ing a golden hue across the undulating waves
of the sea, Violet stood at the prow of the ship,
her heart swelling with a mixture of anticipation
and trepidation. Beside her, her newfound com-
panion—an enigmatic soul whose name lin-
gered on the tip of her tongue—leaned against
the ship’ s railing, lost in thought. Behind them,
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the figure of the Etrean, cloaked in shadows
that danced with the fading light, gazed out at
the horizon, his eyes reflecting the depths of the
ocean and the mysteries it held.

The ship swayed gently, cradled by the
rhythmic pulse of the sea, each wave a whisper
of ancient tales long forgotten. In this vessel,
they were bound together not just by the timber
and sails but by an unspoken understanding
that transcended the individual paths they had
traversed. “What do you seek upon these wa-
ters?” Violet asked, her voice barely above the
lapping waves, yet infused with a weight that
seemed to resonate through the very air.

The Etrean turned, his features illuminated
by the dim glow of the lanterns swinging gently
in the salty breeze. “We sail toward Lower Eri-
sia,” he replied, his voice deep and resonant,
echoing the ancient cadence of the sea itself.
“Yet, the journey is not solely about the desti-
nation. It is the voyage of the soul, a pilgrimage
of the heart. Each moment we spend adriftis an
opportunity to confront the shadows that dwell
within.”

Violet considered his words, her gaze wan-
dering to the horizon, where the sun surren-
dered its brilliance to the encroaching twilight.
“But what shadows must we confront?” she
mused, her thoughts entwined with the weight
of her own past—the memories of lost com-
rades, the haunting echoes of their laughter
now reduced to mere whispers in the winds of
time. “I carry the burdens of those | have lost,
the weight of their dreams and ambitions unful-
filled. Will I find solace in this journey, or merely
deeper despair?”



e ¥

Her companion turned toward her, his eyes
reflecting the starlight that began to sprinkle the
darkening sky. “The shadows we carry are not
to be cast aside but embraced,” he spoke softly.
“In acknowledging them, we grant ourselves
the power to shape our own destinies. Each
loss, each heartache, is a thread in the tapestry
of our lives. To ignore them is to deny our very
existence.”

As the ship sailed on, the wind tousled
Violet’ s hair, and she closed her eyes, surren-
dering to the soothing embrace of the sea. “It
is a strange thing,” she mused, “to find beauty
in sorrow. Yet, in the depths of despair, | have
glimpsed fragments of hope—glimmers of light
that pierce through the darkness. Perhaps it is
through our suffering that we learn to appreci-
ate the fleeting nature of joy.”

The Etrean nodded, a solemn understand-
ing etched upon his features. “Indeed, joy and
sorrow are but two sides of the same coin, eter-
nally intertwined. The essence of existence lies
in our ability to navigate the tumultuous waters
of our emotions, to dance between the realms
of light and shadow. Just as the sea ebbs and
flows, so too do our hearts. We are but vessels,
shaped by the currents of our experiences.”

Their conversation flowed like the tide, a
gentle ebb and flow of thoughts and reflections,
weaving together the fabric of their shared jour-
ney. The stars began to emerge, one by one,
piercing the velvet sky with their silvery glow,
and the ship glided forward, guided by the ce-
lestial bodies above. Each star seemed to twin-
kle with its own story, a reminder of the count-
less lives that had traversed this very sea.
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Violet felt a sense of kinship with the stars,
each one a distant echo of hope. “Do you think
our paths are preordained?” she asked, her
voice imbued with a mixture of wonder and
doubt. “Or do we shape our destinies through
the choices we make? Are we mere marionettes
dancing to the whims of fate, or do we wield the
power to carve our own paths?”

The Etrean regarded her with a thoughtful
expression, his gaze fixed upon the vastness of
the ocean. “The truth lies within the delicate
balance of both,” he replied, his voice steady
and profound. “We are shaped by the currents
of fate, yet we possess the agency to navigate
those currents. Each choice we make ripples
through the fabric of existence, altering the
course of our lives and the lives of others. In the
end, it is the interplay of fate and free will that
defines ourjourney.”

Violet nodded, her heart swelling with a
newfound understanding. The ship rocked gen-
tly beneath her, a reminder that they were all
part of a greater voyage—a collective journey
of souls intertwined in the dance of existence.
As the stars twinkled above, she felt a flicker of
resolve ignite within her. No longer would she
allow the shadows of her past to dictate her
future; instead, she would embrace the lessons
learned from her trials, transforming her sorrow
into strength.

In that moment, the wind howled softly,
and the ocean sang its eternal lullaby, a sym-
phony of life that echoed through the hearts of
those aboard the vessel. Together, they sailed
toward Lower Erisia, their destinies entwined



beneath the vast expanse of the heavens. Each
wave that crashed against the ship became a
testament to their shared resolve, a reminder
that they were not alone in their quest for truth
and understanding.

As dawn approached, bathing the world in
shades of amber and rose, Violet felt a renewed
sense of purpose. The journey ahead remained
fraught with uncertainty, yet she knew that
within her lay the strength to face whatever
challenges awaited. The ship surged forward,
guided by the winds of fate, carrying them ever
closer to the shores of Lower Erisia.

It took around two weeks of sailing, but
things by all went expected. Their actions en-
twined together soonly by few days of sail,
the tide washed, through the storming waves,
through the risky aquas, but fate was there to
be, none stopped them from reaching the first
of step.

As time ticks to thee, they arrived shores of

With his words echoing in her mind, Violet
contemplated the weight of their journey, the
intertwining threads of fate that guided them
forward. They had forged a bond, a connection
that transcended the barriers of their individual
paths, yet uncertainty still lingered in the air, like
a tempest brewing on the horizon.

It was here, upon the precipice of destiny,
that they encountered a figure emerging from
the mist—a silhouette adorned in the garb of
an Etrean, cloaked in shadows and mystery. His
presence radiated authority, a kingamong men,
yet there was an air of sorrow that hung about
him like a shroud.
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“Welcome, seekers of truth,” he intoned,
his voice resonating like thunder across the tu-
multuous sea. “I am the guardian of the tales
long forgotten, the echoes of a time when the
hearts of men were forged in the fires of ambi-
tion and sacrifice. You stand at the crossroads
of history, where the fates of many intertwine.”

Violet’ s heart raced at the revelation.
Here stood a key to the answers she sought—a
bridge between the past and the future. “What
must we do?” she asked, her voice steady, de-
termined to grasp the strands of destiny that lay
before her.

“Your journey has only just begun,” the
Etrean replied, his gaze piercing through the veil
of uncertainty. “The legacy of Etrea is a tapestry
woven with both light and shadow. To uncover
its truths, you must traverse the paths of those
who came before you, delving into the depths
of the tales left untold. Only then shall you un-
derstand the weight of your choices and the
impact they shall have on the world.”

As the mists of dawn enveloped them, Vi-
olet and her companion—whom she learned
was named Kaelan—prepared to delve into the
mysteries of Lower Erisia. The Etrean's words
lingered in her mind, weaving through her
thoughts like a tapestry. Their path would be
fraught with danger, but it was a danger she
now embraced, fueled by the desire to uncov-
er the truth behind her crew's demise and the
history that lay dormant within the lands they
traversed.



/

The Vanishing Heist

It was a stormy night, the kind that seemed
to weigh the city down with its dark, oppressive
sky. Detective Henry Morris sat in his dimly lit of-
fice, the heavy rain tapping against the windows
like a steady, monotonous drumbeat. The office
smelled of old paper and stale coffee, and he
had spent most of the evening going through
a series of unsolved cases. But tonight, he was
haunted by a single one— the case of the miss-
ing jewels.

The robbery had occurred three days ago
at the prestigious Morrow Mansion, where the
illustrious Diamond Jubilee Collection was on
display. The collection, worth millions, had
been the talk of the town for weeks. But when
the night ended, the entire collection had dis-
appeared without a trace. No broken windows,
no forced entry, and no clues left behind. Just
a perfectly executed crime. Everyone had as-
sumed it was an inside job, but there had been
no suspects, and the security footage was utter-
ly useless. It was as though the jewels had van-
ished into thin air.

That was when the mysterious note ar-
rived. It had been slipped under Henry' s office
door earlier that day:

* 1

Detective Morris,

If you want to find the jewels, come to the
old warehouse on Fourth Street at midnight.
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Bring no one.
- The Phantom"*

Henry had read the note with a furrowed
brow. The Phantom? Whoever this was, they were
obviously toying with him. But Henry was not one
to back down from a challenge.

At exactly midnight, Henry arrived at the
warehouse. The wind howled around him as he
approached the building, a dilapidated structure
that had been abandoned for years. There were
no lights, no signs of movement — just the faint
glow of the streetlamps outside casting long
shadows across the cracked pavement. The at-
mosphere felt suffocating.

He stepped inside carefully, his footsteps
echoing off the cold concrete floors. The air
smelled of dust and old wood. He waited in si-
lence, his eyes scanning the darkness for any
movement.

Then, a voice rang out from the shadows.
"You came."

Henry turned sharply. Standing in the corner
of the room was a figure dressed in black, a mask
covering most of their face. They held something
in their gloved hands— a small, intricately carved
box, its surface gleaming in the dim light.

"T m here," Henry replied, his voice steady.
"Where are the jewels?"



The figure stepped forward, the click of
their boots the only sound in the otherwise qui-
et warehouse. "The jewels? You're not ready for
them yet, Detective."

Henry narrowed his eyes. "I' ve been
chasing this case for days. You've been playing
games with me. If you have them, give them to

me now."

The figure laughed softly, almost as if
amused. "You think it's that simple, don' t you?
But you still haven' t figured it out. Not yet."

Henry' s patience was starting to wear thin.
"What do you want from me?"

"Nothing," the Phantom said cryptically. "I
only want to see if you can solve the puzzle be-
foreit' s too late."

The figure opened the small box and re-
vealed a single, gleaming diamond inside. It
was flawless, shining in the darkness like a star.
Henry' s breath caught in his throat. This wasn'
t just any diamond. This was one of the stolen
jewels.

"You' ve been toying with me this whole
time, haven' t you?" Henry asked, taking a step
closer. "This is what I' ve been chasing."

The Phantom didn't respond at first. In-
stead, they held the diamond out toward Henry,
almost as if offering it to him. "Do you want it?"
they asked.
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Henry reached out instinctively, but just
before his fingers touched the diamond, the
Phantom yanked it back.

"No," they said sharply. "Not yet."

Henry's heart raced. He could feel the
adrenaline coursing through him, but he knew
better than to make a move without thinking it
through. "What game are you playing?

You can' t expect me to just—"

"I' want you to think," the Phantom inter-
rupted. "T' ve already stolen the jewels, Detec-
tive. But you —are you smart enough to figure
out how?"

Henry paused. The phrasing had caught
his attention. It was a clue, he realized. The
Phantom wasn't just talking about the jewels in
front of him; they were talking about the entire
heist. It was like the Phantom was daring him to
uncover the truth behind how the robbery had
been pulled off.

"You want me to solve the mystery of how
the jewels vanished?" Henry asked, his voice
steady.

"Yes," the Phantom replied, stepping clos-
er. "But not just how. You need to understand

why.

The detective took a deep breath. He had
been focused on the wrong thing all along. He
had been so caught up in the idea of catching
the thief, he hadn' t stopped to consider the
method, the why. The answer was staring him
right in the face.
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"You used the auction" Henry said slowly,
piecing the puzzle together. "You didn' t need
to break into the mansion. The collection was
already out in the open for you to take."

The Phantom' s mask seemed to twitch
as if in recognition. "Correct. | wasn' t after the
jewels themselves at first. | wanted the trust of
the people. | had access to the auction, and no
one thought twice about me. | was just another
guest, another bidder in the crowd."

Henry's mind raced. "You were able to take
the jewels during the auction, weren' t you?
They were distracted by the bidding, the excite-
ment. No one even noticed when you slipped
away with the collection."

The Phantom nodded. "Exactly. I' ve been
planning this for months. The vault was a de-
coy, the security cameras were tampered with,
but it was all smoke and mirrors. No one was
watching the real action. | took my time, then
disappeared without a trace."

Henry shook his head in admiration. "You
played everyone. You used the chaos to your
advantage. The jewels were never in the man-
sion to begin with, were they?"

"No," the Phantom said, almost regretfully.
"They were always in plain sight, but no one
looked. The heist wasn' t about stealing them; it
was about making the world believe they were
stolen. And now," the Phantom added, raising
the diamond, "T m giving you the answer. Do
you know how to finish this, Detective?"

Henry took a moment, then nodded slow-
ly. "I' ve got it. You want me to catch you. But
you also want to show everyone how you did
it—how you outsmarted everyone." The Phan-
tom's mask tilted slightly, as if acknowledging
the truth.

"You' ve already won," Henry said, a smile
tugging at his lips. "But I' Il catch you.

One day, | will*

The Phantom didn' t respond. Instead, they
turned, fading into the shadows, the sound of
their footsteps echoing in the stillness.

The next morning, Henry had a break-
— the
subtle signs of manipulation in the auction pro-

through. He pieced together the clues

cess, the careful planning of the heist, and the
Phantom' s obsession with revealing the truth.
It wasn't about the jewels for the Phantom. It
had never been. It was about proving a point.

And as Henry sat at his desk, staring out at
the stormy city, he knew this case wasn' t over.
The Phantom had shown him the puzzle, but
the game wasn' t finished yet.



My Recovered Sister

"Hazel~ Hazel ~~~ here's your letter, come
here I'm on the ground floor. " Said Belmore.

"I'm coming. " Answered |.

I'm Hazel Imane Gaffney Constance Her-
nandez, daughter of the general Borislav Her-
nandez. Belmore was my older sister and also
my best friend, | usually called her Bel. She was
the first daughter of Borislav, but she wasn't in-
terested in weapons. So, as the second daugh-
ter of Borislav | started to learn swordsmanship
when the age | could lift sword. | ran down stairs
to the living room.

"Where's my letter, Bel?" | asked
"Here you are." Said Bel.

It was an invitation from Rodriguez which
had been sealed. Next weekend was the oldest
man in Rodriguez family Alfred's birthday. | took
out my quill and ink then | wrote down that |
will show up on time.

| arrived at the party people there were
dancing. Then | saw a lady wearing a claret,
off-shoulder evening dress, with a pair of ruby
earrings. She was sitting there writing some-
thing. She wasn't a very beautiful girl, but the
kind of person you would remember.

| was interested in her so | found out who
she was, then | got an answer. The girl who | met
that day was the only daughter of the famous

author Dolores, Celestine Angela Rodriguez. An
interesting thing was her birthday was the day
after mine. It's on February 29th | thought this

was a pretty special birthday. A few days
went | got another invitation for Celestine birth-
day party. Then | promised, | was so excited to
meet her again.

| prepared some books which | thought
she would like. went to the party, but people
there looked worried. | asked a waiter why no
one seemed happy, and he answered that Miss
Celestine ate a cake and spat blood so she was
resting in her room.

Few days went | asked Celestine could |
meet her and she agreed. | went to her country
house then | saw her writing books. | sat in front
of herand she hadn't noticed | arrived. | cleaned
my throat and said:

"Hey Celestine. "

"Oh, Hazel you're here welcome. "She said
in a shock voice. "Sorry | was writing my new
book."

"It's fine, what kind of book are you writ-
ing?"

"I'm writing science fiction, do you like
reading books?"

"Yes, | do. | brought you some good books |
read before."
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For a few minutes we were just reading
books.

Suddenly she said: "Hazel had you ever no-
ticed how similar we are?"

"Really I7I never thought about that. "l said,
"Have you gotten restroom here? Let's remove
our make-up and we will know."

Then, Celestine brought me to the re-
stroom. We removed our make-up then looked
at the mirror we almost looked the same! We
both got roundish-almond eyes, light ash brown
wavy hair, ivory skin and Greek nose. Our only
difference was our eyes color, | got hazel eyes
but Celestine got amber. We were so surprised
that how similar we were.

"Wow we are really similar! Are we twins?"
Surprised me.

"Who are your parents?" Asked Celestine.

"My father is the soldier Borislav and my
mother was gone. And yours?"

"I'm the opposite of yours; my mother was
the famous author Dolores and me father was
gone."

"So that means we could be twins. "

"I don't think we could get answers from
our parents so let's go to the library and take a
look."

Suddenly Celestine spat blood | was so
worried; | asked her what kind of potion was
added in the cake.

"It was a kind of potion that if you eat you
will die in one month. It's called sweet death."
She said with aniill voice

"Then we should go and find the antidote
forit."
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That evening We read many books in the li-
brary. When | was reading another book, | heard
a voice but it wasn't clear.

"Who's right there? Show yourself." Said |.

"Who are you speaking to?" Asked Celes-
tine.

"Shh~ listen. "

"C...come." Said the voice again.

"What?" Asked Celestine.

"Come here, quickly come here. "

| went to the place where the sound was
with Celestine then we saw a book shining.

"What's that?" | asked

Suddenly light from the book became
brighter and brighter, then we were pumped in
the book. Few minutes went we were out | saw
chaises on the street people wearing clothes
which were popular in 18th century. Ladies got
flamboyance decorates on their dresses. Gen-
tlemen got white wigs and pale make up.

When we were clarifying where we were a
woman came to the place we were.

"Good afternoon, ladies what are you look-
ing for?" Asked the woman

"We were finding an antidote then we
heard a voice shouting us to go and we were
here." Answered |.

Suddenly Celestine caught my hand.

"Ha...Hazel | nee...need to rest." She said.

"Celestine are you OK? You looked pale."
Said I.



"What's wrong with her?" Said the woman

"She got a potion called sweet death."

"Oh, I knew it, | know where to get it. "

"Could you help us? She only has three
weeks left."

"I can help you to find the man who got it
he was called Algernon. "

The woman said she's called Christina. She
brought us to an underground casino. we found
him, he got big beard just like his name. The
woman implied us to speak.

"I'm Hazel Hernandez, and this is Celestine
Rodriguez. She had been poisoned so could
you please give us the antidote?" | Asked.

"Will~ | can give you the antidote of course
but what are you going to exchange? | got an
opinion do you guys want to listen? "Said Alger-
non.

"Sure.”
"l want you guys to find the reishi for me. "

We left the underground casino then Cristi-
na told us reishi is in Himalayas protected by an
old wizard, everyone who tried to get were gone
no one knows are they died or disappeared.

We found the old wizard; he was living in a
wooden house.
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"Excuse me sir | was wondering may | have
the reishi?"Asked Celestine

"You could but you must past the challenge
| made. Both of you will go to a maze and you
mustn't make a sound. At the end of the maze,
you will find it." Said the old wizard.

He brought us to the puzzle. There was
fog in the puzzle and | lost Celestine, once | al-
most shout her name but | told myself she got
staunchness willpower. | arrived the end first,
and | didn't saw her, there wasn't anybody. |
was worried Celestine was special for me she's
part of me. Suddenly Celestine hugged me | was
so happy that she was alive.

"Well done ~well done you two past two of
the challenge here's the reishi. "

We went back to the underground casino
and gave Algernon the Lucid Ganoderma then
he gave us the antidote. When | was talking with
Celestine about how to take it the bright light
shown again, and we went back to her country
house. We heard Celestine's mother Dolores'
sound.

"I think it's time to ask my mom who is my
father. "Said Celestine.

"Our mother. "Corrected me.
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A Fauntasy Trup
tn A [sland
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"Jim, we're going on a boat, be careful of
seasickness. Do you want to take motion sick-
ness medicine?"

"Okay, thank you."

| am Jim Chen, an ordinary junior high
school student, now traveling during winter va-
cation.

The person | was talking to was my sister
Tina, who also served as a very reliable transla-
tor.

She also planned this trip.

She is different from me. She has big spar-
kling eyes and thick black curly hair. She is cur-
rently studying at a famous high school.

The whole person gives people a sunny
and cheerful feeling.

| am the exact opposite of her. | am near-
sighted, wear ugly glasses, have messy hair,
and have a lot of acne on my face. My grades in
school are average and | have few friends.

Danny Wu and John Wu are also traveling
with us.

Danny is my good friend, he has neat short
straight hair and fair skin, but he is a little neu-
rotic and likes to think too much.

Look! He is chatting with his brother now.

"John, have you got all your luggage? Have
you got your ferry tickets?"
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"I've got them all, brother, stop being so
annoying! You've checked almost 10 times."

"I can't help it. I'm worried we can't get on
the boat."

"|s there a need to be so nervous?"

His younger brother, John, who is talking
to him, looks a lot like Danny. He likes to play
tricks on others. But he was very cute and we all
liked him very much.

"Jim, the boat is about to leave. Let's go!"

"Ok!"

The ferry slowly left the port. We don’ t
know yet what we will see and encounter on
this day.

"Jim!"

It felt like someone was shaking my shoul-
ders.

"Jim, wake up! We're here."

Oh, it's Danny. | seemed to have fallen
asleep just now.

"Look! We have arrived at the Island."

"Oh, okay. Let's get off the boat!"

After getting off the boat, we headed to the
port's waiting room.

The waiting room gives people a quaint at-
mosphere. The building itself is made of wood,
but the benches are made of iron. It is winter
now, the temperature is only 4 °C , and there is
no heater in the waiting room. As soon as | sat
down, | felt a chill all over my body.



Tina said, "Now, let me tell you about the
itinerary."

"First, we will go to the most famous tem-
ple here; then we will go to the shopping street
and Art Beach; and finally we will take the sec-
ond to last boat back."

"sounds great."

After about 20 minutes of walking, we ar-
rived at the temple. After sending our luggage
and passing through the beautifully decorated
gate, | discovered the temple at the foot of the
mountain. At the bottom there was a huge cir-
cular piazza with a wooden square stage in the
middle. There was a strange pattern on it with
a red dot in the middle and many delicate carv-
ings around it.

Walking around the stage, a huge staircase
appeared before us.

"This staircase has about 160 steps and
leads to the main hall of this temple."

At that moment, naughty John suddenly
said, "Okay, | want to climb up and see what the
main hall looks like!"After saying that, he ran
upstairs.

"Wait a minute, John, what if you fall and
roll down? John, wait a minute!" Danny then
hurriedly climbed up.

"Then let's go up too." The two of us went
up too.

Because we were running, it would have
taken us 10 minutes to climb up slowly, but we
climbed up in 5 minutes.

“Huh...Huh...We’ re finally here...”
| was in front of the main hall of the temple.

The main hall is square in shape and the
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entire building is made of wood, which | think
is very elegant. There are doors on three walls,
with brightly colored paintings on the doors,
exquisite carvings on the walls, and statues of
some kind of animal standing on the eaves, but
the doors are closed and no one knows what is
inside.

But there was a guardrail at the end of the
stairs, and there was no way to go any further.

| stop and look back, the sea and the sky
are connected, it's so beautiful.

"By the way, there is a legend written on
the bulletin board here." Tina said suddenly.

"It is said that there is a guardian spirit that
lives here. When someone is in trouble, it will
send various followers to help."

"Uh-huh."

"Okay, let's not talk about this anymore.
Let's take some pictures!"

Click-Click.

3

After leaving the temple, we headed to the
shopping street. There are many different kinds
of shops on the street. If you shop earnestly, you
can shop for a long time.

"Okay, let's go to the next place!"

"Wait, John, Danny and Tina haven't come
back yet!"

"My brother is going to the bathroom and
will be back soon."

"What about Tina?"

"I'have noidea."

"Then I'll go find it!"

| ran away from John.
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Finally I saw Tina in front of a gift shop.

She was frowning, looking intently at the
area in the store that was filled with dolls.

"Tina, let's go!"

"Tina!"

"Oh, okay, let's go!"

"What's wrong?"

"| felt like the fox doll in the corner just
moved."

"Oh, that must be an illusion."

"Hmm... yes that must be my illusion."

"Alright, alright! Let's go!"

"Oh...Okay."

After the two of them left, the fox doll's
eyes emit a faint red light.

A

Nothing strange happened on the sea-
coast. It was just an ordinary sea coast with a lot
of things I didn't understand.

But Tina really enjoyed it and was reluctant
to leave until it was time to leave.

Finally, we returned to the port and were
about to buy the boat tickets in the waiting
room when John suddenly thought of some-
thing.

"Oh... Oops, | left my cellphone on the
beach..."

"It's okay. We still have enough time. Let's
go back and get it. This way we can still catch
the last boat."

"Thank you. I'm so sorry!"

Just when we all breathed a sigh of relief
in the car, Tina suddenly thought of something
but hesitated to speak.

"Tina, what's wrong?"
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"Is there anyone at the temple to retrieve
our luggage?"

"No." Danny's face was ashen.

| could only smile bitterly.

"Looks like I'll have to wait and get it later."

"Is that enough time?" John asked.

"No, not enough."

"What should | do then?"

"The cellphone and luggage are both
important, so we have to go and get them; it
would be too late to turn back now or divide
into two groups. "

"It looks like we have no choice but to ask
the port if they can add another flight. If not,
we'll have to spend the night in the waiting
room."

"What?"

Later we ran as fast as we could to the
coast to get John's cellphone, and then rushed
to the temple to get our luggage, but when we
arrived at the port, there was no one in the port
and the waiting room, and it was pitch black.

"Now... now we have no choice but to
spend the night in the waiting room."

"What about dinner?"

"We'll talk about it later."

When everyone was discussing what to
do next, someone raised his hand and spoke. It
was John.

"Isn't there a hotel on this island? Just go
there!"

"| checked before | left, and all the hotels
are fully booked today."

"Is it okay for you to sleep in the hotel
lobby? | absolutely do not want to sleep in the
waiting room!"



John rarely speaks so crazy.

"No. It's not okay for you to sleep in some-
one else's hotel lobby without paying!"

Danny answered John.

"I don't want to sleep in the waiting room
either, but this is the reality now and there is
nothing we can do about it," | continued.

"Hmph, | don't care! Since you don't want
it, I'll find the hotel lobby myself!"

After saying this, John took his luggage and
ran away.

"John! This is very dangerous!" Danny said
and chased after John with his luggage.

"| can't stand them anymore! Sister, I'm
sorry for getting you into so much trouble."

"It's okay, let's catch up!"

"OK!"

The two of us also picked up our luggage
and caught up with the other two.
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We chased them and finally arrived at the
gift shop where Tina looked at the dolls in the
morning. Danny and John were also there.

Danny grabbed his brother and lectured
him.

“You know no one wants to spend the
night in a waiting room, but you lost your tem-
per anyway. How could you do that? It’ s dan-
gerous for you to be running around like this...
Ah,you’ re here.”

"Hmph, I still don't really want to sleep in
the waiting room."

"Okay, let's go back and discuss this later."

Just as we were about to go back, Tina
suddenly said: "Wait... wait a minute..."

88

| turned around and asked, "What's
wrong?"

Tina was pointing tremblingly at the doll
she saw at noon.

"I don't think it's an illusion...it really
moved just now..."

"How can...Huh?"

The doll really moved! It floated up and
looked towards us, its eyes glowing red.

"ah!"

“Wow!”

“Eh...7

"Hurry...Run away!"

In this country, it’ s almost sunset at this
time.

This is like a scene from a horror movie!
We ran away screaming, adrenaline rushing
through us.

Suddenly, | was floating, as if | was in a
gravity-free space.

Although | waved my arms and legs hard, it
was no use.

Although | shouted with all my might, no
sound came out.

| was so anxious that | almost cried, and
another person also floated up like me.

It's Tinal
She looked terrified, struggling in mid-air
just like me.

Next...
Danny floated up too!

He curled up in fear and let out a silent
scream.

Where is John? He was running as fast as
he could to escape, looking for someone to
help.
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| hope he can find someone successfully!

So...what about the three of us?

The doll gradually approached, and a terri-
fying smile appeared on its face.

| closed my eyes in fear.
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"Oh!' Why are you afraid of me?"

A strange voice rang in my mind. The voice
is a bit like that of a teenager, but mixed with
some mischief. | opened my eyes slightly and
raised my head.

What | saw before me was...
The fox doll's eyes were still glowing red.

"I should just be a cute and kind little fox,
right?"

"Fortunately | used some magic to calm
you down."

| don't think I've calmed down...but the fox
stuffed animal seems to think so. He was danc-
ing while he was talking.

"Ah, someone seems to have escaped just
now, let's catch up with him first."

John! Oh no, is he going to be caught up?

Just as | was thinking this, the fox doll sud-
denly fell to the ground, and the red light in its
eyes dimmed a little.

"Oh, my magic power is almost used up.
Let's get them moving first. After all, illusion
magic is my best magic."
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"Snap." | seemed to hear the sound of
something breaking.

In an instant, gravity seemed to return! | fell
to the ground, looked up, and found that Tina
and John had also returned to normal.

But the fox floated up again and went to-
wards John.

We quickly stood up, picked up our lug-
gage and ran in the direction of the fox.

After finally running to the port, we saw
John. He was already floating, unable to move.

"Ah, the other three are here too." The fox
turned around.

"What...what are you? Why did you catch
us?" | asked.

"Before | answer..."

We were floating again.
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"l am a follower of the guardian god here,
and my best skill is illusion magic."

"Because my job is to help people, | pos-
sessed the body of a fox doll to help you. Who
knew... you would be so afraid."

| think anyone would be scared if they saw
a doll with red eyes and sudden movements at
night.

"Well, you should have calmed down now.
| don't need to keep you imprisoned anymore."

"Be careful. I'm going to remove the spell."
All four of us fell down.

"Oh, by the way, my name is 'Fox""



Isn't it just a fox...

"So...So, are you really a follower of the
guardian god?"

"Yeah"

Since we knew why Fox came, we were not
SO nervous.

"By the way, sorry, | want to ask, what is il-
lusion magic?"

"Don't humans have vision, hearing, taste,
touch, and smell?"

"When | use illusion magic, | change these
five senses at the same time, causing you to
think it is real. In fact, there is nothing there. And
although | say this is illusion magic, it is actually
just a type of spell."

"For example..." Boom! A ball of fire ap-
peared in front of me.

"Everyone, look! Wow! There's a fire
ahead!"

"Eh? Isn't there a puddle of water ahead?"
“What I saw was a big rock.”
"Mineis a tree."

"Haha! This is the power of illusion!"
g

We then spoke to Fox about the problems
we were facing.

After Fox finished listening, He waved the
puppet's arms and said,

"l thought it was a big deal, but this is not a

|||

problem at all for me
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After saying this, He flew towards the wait-
ing room, and we quickly followed.

As soon as we entered the waiting room,
we were all stunned.

Opening the door, the waiting room has
now been transformed into four exquisite bed-
rooms..

The cold and hard bench became a soft
bed, and there was an exquisitely decorated
cabinet next to it. The best part is that the small
waiting room should be smaller if divided into
four parts, but because of the illusion, the room
looks about the same size as before.

"I'll knock on the door and send food over
later!" said Fox.

"Okay!" Everyone answered.

After getting my luggage and entering the
room, | took off my shoes and threw myself on
the bed.

The soft bed healed my body and mind a
little.

lllusion is awesome! Although it was orig-
inally a bench, it felt as comfortable as a hotel
bed when lying on it.

After a short break, there was a knock on
the door. | opened the door and found a picnic
basket on the ground.

| happily picked it up and put it on the bed.

When | opened it, there were two sand-
wiches, an apple, and a bottle of juice.
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| ate them happily. Although | was hungry
and tired, | finally got a good rest.

As expected, he is the follower of the
guardian god here! | am so grateful to Fox.

With the help of Fox, | had a good night's
sleep.

The next morning, after | changed my
clothes, Fox came to bring me breakfast.

Breakfast is two rice balls, an orange, and a
cup of black tea.

After breakfast, we said goodbye to Fox.
"Thank you Fox for helping us so much!"

"You're welcome. This is my duty after all.
By the way, after | leave, everything will be re-
turned to its original state. Just a reminder."

After he finished speaking, the red light
in Fox's eyes gradually faded, and finally, he
turned into an ordinary fox puppet and fell to
the ground with a "thump".

Tina picked it up and dusted it off.

Suddenly, we found that everything
around us returned to normal.

"Wow, it's back."

"This is like a dream!" | sighed.

"Yes, but the experience is real." Tina
hugged the fox doll tightly.

Later, we successfully bought tickets for the
first ferry, returned to the original port, and then
took a plane home.

| will never forget this happy fantasy trip
and magical experience in my life!

(This article uses Google Translate Z<E{F
FA Google BIFE#BIRIE )
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