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The Beauty of Taiwan
716 +r#e g

Taiwan is a little island where we live, but there are many beauti-
ful places and a lot of delicious food. Have you visited and tried all of
them? Let’s explore some places and food maybe you haven’t visited
or tasted!

In Kaoshiung, there is a beautiful building, Cijin Rainbow
Church, in Cijin Seaside Park. Many couples go there to take pictures.
It’s a popular destination in Kaosiung! The rainbow colors symbolize
joy and may bring good luck to couples. The church seems floating
on the water. It’s really fancy! Maybe you can visit next time.

In New Taipei City, there is a quaint street, Jiu Fen Old Street.
About one hundred years ago, a lot of gold mines were found near
Jiu Fen Old Street, and then Jiu Fen became prosperous. Years later,
the gold mine was cut down, so Jiu Fen declined. But now, Jiu Fen
Old street is a popular destination again! Many tourist go to Jiu Fen to
take beautiful pictures and feel the ancient flavor. Taro balls are the
sweets you must try if you go to Jiu Fen! They taste chewy and irre-
sistible, and you will love them!

Nowadays, many people put too much pressure on themselves, but
forget to take a break. You can take a trip and explore the amazing
places in Taiwan to relax. Many beautiful places in Taiwan are wait-
ing for you to visit! Hope you can enjoy the beauty of Taiwan!
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The Brightest Thing in the Universe
811 ## A

When I ask you to think of the brightest thing in our known uni-
verse, what ¢? Our Sun? Maybe comes to your mind? Bright stars far
far away from our solar system? Or stars from another galaxy? But
any star is minuscule compared to a supernova, which is caused by a
giant star dying from burning up all its fuel. Even then, there is one
other thing that is brighter supernovas. And ironically, it’s generated
by the darkest thing in the universe.

The brightest thing in the universe is caused by black holes. It’s
not that the black holes have no light. Black holes consume light. A
black hole is formed by a star compressing into a mass that even our
math can’t figure out yet.

Why is the Earth orbiting around the Sun? It’s because the Sun
has a strong gravitational pull that keeps the Earth at an orbiting dis-
tance. Now, imagine cramping the Sun into something so small and
the gravitational pull is so strong that even light, the fastest travelling
matter that we know, can’t escape it. This is how the black hole is cre-
ated. But why is the brightest thing in the universe caused by a black
hole? It’s because when a black hole is consuming a star, it pulls the
star along with planets and other things into an orbit, and the sheer
speed of these orbiting matters causes friction that generates so much
heat and light that it creates a Quasar, a bright burning disk of matter
that out shines everything in the universe.
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But, how do we measure the brightness? Well, there is a way
of calculating brightness called “Absolut Magnitude”. This unit
calculates how bright an object is not by the naked eye, but by its
direct brightness. They are also arranged logarithmically, which
means the smaller the number, the brighter the object is. For ex-
ample, the absolute magnitude of our Sun is 4.8, and the brightest
star we can find in the universe, R135 al, is -12.6, making it 8.7
million time brighter then our Sun. But, the first Quasar discov-
ered, 3C 273, has an absolute magnitude of -26.7 making it 100
times brighter then all of the stars combined in our galaxy.

It’s fascinating to think about how bright these things are, sci-
entists took a picture of a star 900 light years away, and next to it,
a Quasar 9 billion lightyears away, and to the camera, they shine
the exact same. But since these things are so far away, we are just
seeing them from the past, ghosts of their former selves. Scientists
speculate that if we were to teleport to one right now, it may not
even be there anymore. Black holes aren’t immortal. Hawking Ra-
diation causes a black hole to slowly shrink and die off. Quasars
are relics of our universes past, probably the most ancient thing
we can see from earth. They are like a reminder to how small we
are in the universe, it’s really terrifying and fascinating at the
same time.
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Taiwanese Delicacies
808 #F 4 &

As a Taiwanese, I am proud of our local cuisine. I have traveled to
many countries and tasted a wide variety of foods. Although each kind
of them is distinctive and delicious, the most preferable food in my
mind is always sold in night markets in Taiwan.

There are lots of tasty snacks at night markets, but my favorite is
stinky tofu. You know how stinky it is by its name. It is a unique food
that scares foreigners who don’t like its smell. But if they pluck up
their courage and eat it, the fascinating flavor will make them dance
happily. The bad smell will disappear and turn into fragrance. From
this moment, you will change your mind about the stinky tofu. Maybe
some people don't agree with me, but I personally love it. Really,
stinky tofu is a magic dish. Every time I go to the night market, I
would love to sit at the stinky tofu stand and enjoy a plate of it. When
my pen pal wants to visit Taiwan and eat something special, I will def-
initely recommend the stinky tofu.

Another delicacy is pearl milk tea. In 1984, a clerk who worked in
a tofu pudding store had an idea: “What will it happen when I put the
pearls into the tea?” Thus the first pearl milk tea emerged. Pearls and
milk tea are the best combinations. How to make tasty pearl milk tea?
First, put the sweet black sugar or molasses on the top of the soft
pearls. And then, add milk tea. That’s it! Now it’s very easy to find it
on the streets. It’s not only popular in Taiwan but also in many coun-
tries, such as Southeast Asia, England, America, Italy and so on.
When you need to introduce Taiwanese beverage, you can't miss pearl
milk tea.
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As to a meal, beef noodles must earn praise from gourmands.
When the noodles come to the table, your mouth will be watering
for sure -- a big bowl full of beef soup with a bunch of noodles,
vegetables, and chopped green onions. It is a fantastic meal and
you can't miss it in your life. I recommend a restaurant called
“DuanChunZhen”. Their unique beef soup 1s numbness spicy and
the special taste is combined with the flavor of Sichuan and Tai-
wanese beef noodles. Trust me! You won’t regret it.

There is still a lot of popular food in Taiwan, like oyster pan-
cakes, pineapple cakes, star fruit juice and so on. You can enjoy
all of them in our country! What are you waiting for? Let's go to
the night market and have a fantastic feast!

69



Global Warming
708 B x

Global warming is an important issue that we should focus on.
We have been creating a lot of greenhouse gases in the past decades.
Unfortunately, the amount of greenhouse gases that have been creat-
ed every year is still increasing, which means Earth is getting hotter
and hotter every year. However, there are things we can do to help
our planet.

One of the most important ways to slow down global warming is
to create less carbon dioxide in our everyday lives, which will slow
down the greenhouse effect. For example, we should reduce, ueuse,
and recycle. Turn off electronics and lights when we are not using
them. Eat more seasonal fruits and vegetables, and eat less meat and
processed food. Take public transportation or ride a bike instead of
driving cars or riding scooters.

Creating less greenhouse gases is a vital step to slowing down
global warming. This is a job for not just a few individuals, but eve-
ryone that has the ability to save our planet and animals that live on
it, including us.
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The meaning of happiness
709 75 i
Where does happiness come from? Is happiness easy to

get? When my heart becomes numb to what others have done, is
my heart cold? When my heart is cold, will I be happy? Absolute-
ly not. Those who know how to be grateful and blessed will feel
that happiness is omnipresent, and those who do not know how to
be grateful and blessed will always feel that happiness is far away
from themselves. Therefore, happiness often depends on our own
thoughts. the happiest.

iz it

My Roommate
GUREX

I have got a roommate. Generally speaking, he isn’t the best
roommate in the world, but for me, he is probably the only room-
mate that loves me so far. He isn’t a nice one to get along; he is
naughty, smelly and also noisy sometimes. But he is a nice secret
listener, a good friend, and he won’t bother me while I am doing
my own business. At night, when he has nightmares, he will come
to my bed, and we will sleep together in bed. We often wake up
seeing each other’s faces. It is funny when we do that. When I am
angry at someone, happy about something, or even when I am up-
set, he is always there with me. Guess what? This excellent room-
mate is my dog, Chichi, who isn’t just a roommate. He is my best
friend ever!
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Russian boy Claims To Be From Mars: Boriska Kipriyanovich
815 &M &

Boriska Kipriyanovich is a boy from Volzhsk, Russia. However,
he claims he’s soul is from Mars and reincarnated as a human on
Earth. When he learned to speak, he started to talk about things on
Mars. According to his words, there were some residents on Mars,
and they had the techniques to travel through Earth and Mars. He
was just the one to visit Earth. Unfortunately, a devastating catastro-
phe came, so everyone on Mars was forced to hide underground, but
the communication to Earth still existed.

He said something about Earth, too. There was a piece of land
named Lemuria, a highly developed civilization under the sea, but it
was submerged by the stormy seawater.

He also said some prophecy. “From 2006 to 2012, it is a transi-
tion period for you. But remember, don’t be afraid. Take up your
own arms—the light and love in your heart will overcome it. The era
of planetary revival has arrived, and more ‘Martians’ will be born on
Earth. There will be major events on Earth. These coming Martians
are very important. They can help the people of the planet to cope
with these disasters. Remember, you will be a new human in the fu-
ture, a new human with a new light body.”
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His words shocked the scientific community because the words
he said are so professional and correct (I mean the part we could con-
firm at the time he said these words). Otherwise, his expression abil-
ity is much better than the normal kids’, so that Dr. Hawking warned
that the boy’s prophecy shouldn’t be neglected.

Of course, many other people question the truth of it. However,
we can only confirm the events when they truly happened. When it
comes to 2020 now, many of his prophecies have been proven to be
nothing (I think none of us have seen a Martian), and no one will
mention it again, but I think the words of this boy are fun and maybe
great themes of movies or school magazines.
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An Old Woman

815 P ik e

“OMG” I’'m just falling through the air and my life just passed

before my eye, but I realize I don’t want to die now. I wanted my in-
heritance to go to the shelter to help the cats there, so I jumped off
my villa. But now I think this is a bad idea because later I want to
Jump off and see my life again one more time. Who can help me?
Who can help me?” the old woman said.

The old woman was ninety years old and she used to be a crazy,
cheerful and kind person, but now just crazy. She was so old but she
went crazy and built a lot of villas for her cats. Also, she ran for
President. This was crazy. After that, there were no crazy things she
wanted to do. However, she was so bored that she decided to commit
suicide, and then her inheritance would be used to help the cats in
the shelter.

“Where am [? It’s stinky here. Is this what I ate last night?
Well... so now I’m in a dumpster.” When she hit the ground, her
head and her body were separated. Her body was too heavy, so it
stayed there. The head was light, so it bounced into a big dumpster.
The old lady wondered how she could get out. Then she used her
special power which was telekinesis for half an hour to roll her head
up to the inside wall and out of the dumpster. “Wait | Where is my
body?” At the same time, the siren of the ambulance that picked up
her body faded away. “Well... so now my body is on the way to the
hospital. Now I should use telekinesis again to follow the ambulance
and take my body back.”
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She started rolling on the street. Her rolling trip was not that
easy and fast because she rolled three times and then stopped for a
while to take out a comb from her mouth to comb her hair. Also, it
wasn't that easy to roll because one time some kids saw her and
thought she was a ball. So they started kicking her. she shouted and
screamed, but no one heard her. When the kids went away, another
trouble came.

“Nonononononononono! I hate dogs! Stay away from me! Don't
let your saliva drop on my face!” A pack of street dogs was running
to her since they thought that she was a kind of delicious food, so
they wanted to eat her. They scratched her hair and dropped a lot of
stinky saliva on her head. She couldn’t bear it, so she showed her
masterstroke. She opened her mouth and the dogs all ran away. She
never brushes her teeth for ninety years.

The trouble never ended. The old woman’s most fearful things
were cockroaches, and now they came. A large group of cockroaches
crawled over her and some stuck on her head. She started rolling fast-
er because she wanted them all to go away, but who knows that all
the cockroaches stuck on her head were her last life’s sisters and
brothers. They too missed her, so they wouldn’t go away.

A few minutes later she finally saw the ambulance on the next
street, so she rolled faster and faster to go there. Boom! The ambu-
lance that carried her body ran over and crushed her head. The drivers
got off to see what they ran over. “Wow, it was the body’s head!"
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Is it all right

816 it 74k

Everyone will encounter setbacks in life; it’s a kind of feeling like
the whole world is going to turn its back on you. You may feel sor-
row, despair, melancholy, annoyance and helplessness. When you
hear these situations above happened to people you care about, what
would you do?

To many people, they would try to give some comfort. Like saying
“Are you ok. Is it all right?”” Giving comfort is good, but do we do it
all right? As a matter of fact, to comfort people, the most important
one is to put ourselves in others shoes, which is called “empathy”.
Although we knew that, it usually makes mistaken for “sympathy”

When you empathize with someone, you actually feel what someone
1s feeling and experiencing. But if you sympathize with someone,
that just mean you understand and care about somebody. Sometimes
that kind of sympathy may even hurt their feelings.

All in all, try to understand rather than to judge, when your best
friend had some concerns, try to stand in their shoes. Maybe accom-
pany them or give them a warm hug is a better choice. Give them
courage to face the frustration. Knowing that they are not alone.
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811 2L

I can't see
but I can breathe
The bass of the music flows through my feet
The scream of the crowd brings me to my knees
It was over
Just like that
I went home and took a nap
Little did I know
It was six am of so
I have class tomorrow
I wake up to the stereo
Ears ringing from the alarm
I grabbed my lucky charm
But it wasn't there
I went to school with a string of fear
Like a rocket breaking through the atmosphere
I cheered when it reappeared
I went back home with no fear
And this poem ends here
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I still remember that day in November

When you made me the happiest girl in the world

[ was alone
Lost in the dark without a light
Luckily fate brought us back together
Life suddenly became so bright

Odor that I’'m obsessed with
Vows that I’ll never betray
Even though I look crazy
You’ll always stay

Others they judge us
Unfair. Just so unfair
Fortunately I still have you
Oath that keeps me from despair

Ruthlessly, the time went by
Eventually, there will be an end
Various paths waiting ahead
Everything I want to tell you
Right there, at the very beginning
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